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Appeal Speech — With Client Story

CatholicCare Victoria is the social services agency of the four Catholic dioceses in Victoria. We are
committed to empowering communities and building strength and resilience, to enable everyone to
reach their full potential and live life to the full.

CatholicCare Victoria runs the annual Sunday Appeal to support vulnerable individuals and families in
our communities. CatholicCare Victoria focuses on real life issues and offers practical support for all
members of the community - empowering children and young people, strengthening families and
individuals, providing safe housing and homelessness assistance, supporting refugees and asylum
seekers.

This year, the Appeal aims to give hope and support to people experiencing homelessness.
Homelessness can happen quickly - through loss of work, illness, family breakdown, or circumstances
beyond someone’s control. Across our communities, many people are facing homelessness - sleeping in
cars, temporary accommodation, or unsure where they will go next.

Through CatholicCare Victoria’s housing and homelessness programs, individuals and families are
supported with safe accommodation, practical assistance, and compassionate care as they rebuild their
lives.

| want to share Ann-Marie’s story, whose family was supported by CatholicCare Victoria.

Anne-Marie had always been the one others relied on. She raised a large family. She survived
years of domestic violence at the hands of her former partner. She found the courage to begin
again and moved to Victoria with her new partner, determined to rebuild their lives through
hard work. Then life unravelled.

Work dried up. Their rental home was sold. With no safety net, they found themselves living
between a car and a caravan, doing whatever they could to survive. When her partner later
suffered a major stroke, everything felt overwhelming.

Through CatholicCare Victoria’s housing and homelessness programs, a door finally opened,
providing stable housing and wrap-around support. Today, Anne-Marie has something she once
feared was impossible: stability, support, and a permanent roof over her head.

Because of your generosity, people like Anne-Marie can move from uncertainty and hardship to
stability and hope.

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus reminds us: “For | was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

(Continued on next page...)
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Please continue to share in Christ’s mission by donating to CatholicCare Victoria’s Sunday Appeal today.
Your generosity helps open the door to safety, dignity and hope.

You can donate by filling out the envelopes available at the parish, or by making an online donation via
CatholicCare Victoria’s website, www.catholiccarevic.org.au or by calling their East Melbourne office.

If you can’t donate today, please take an appeal envelope, and send it back to CatholicCare Victoria
when you can.

The compassion of our parish community allows CatholicCare Victoria to build thriving communities,
where everyone belongs. Together, we can ensure no one faces their darkest moment alone. On behalf
of CatholicCare Victoria, thank you for your faithful and generous compassion toward struggling
Victorians.
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